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1
CIRCUIT AND METHOD FOR EVALUATING
CELLS IN A BATTERY

TECHNICAL FIELD

Various embodiments relate generally to circuits and meth-
ods for evaluating cells in a battery.

BACKGROUND

Cells, for example electrochemical cells, may be con-
nected in series to form a battery. The cells may be damaged
if upper and lower voltage limits of the cells are exceeded
during charging and discharging of the battery. The voltages
of the cells in the battery may be adjusted using active bal-
ancing. In top balancing, charge from a cell with a higher
voltage than the other cells may be distributed to the battery.
Inbottom balancing, a cell with a lower voltage than the other
cells may be charged by the battery. However, it may be
difficult to determine the state of charge or state of health of
individual cells in the battery, especially if the cells are con-
nected in series.

SUMMARY

In various embodiments, a method for evaluating a cell of
a battery is provided. The method may include: balancing a
voltage of a cell of the battery using charge pulses, wherein
the charge pulses are modulated with an oscillating test sig-
nal; measuring a current flow through the cell and measuring
a voltage across the cell; demodulating the measured current
and the measured voltage; and determining an impedance
based on the demodulated current and the demodulated volt-
age.

Further, in various embodiments, a circuit is provided, the
circuit including an active balancing circuit, a pulse generat-
ing unit, a measuring unit, a demodulation unit, and a calcu-
lation unit. The active balancing circuit may be configured to
balance voltages of cells of a battery by inductively transfer-
ring charges between a respective cell and the battery using
current pulses. The pulse generating unit may be configured
to generate the current pulses, wherein the current pulses are
modulated with a given frequency. The measuring unit may
be configured to measure a voltage across the cell and a
current flow through the cell. The demodulation unit may be
configured to determine a voltage and a current at the given
frequency from the measured voltage across the cell and
current flow through the cell. The calculation unit may be
configured to calculate an impedance of the cell from the
voltage and the current determined at the given frequency.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, like reference characters generally refer to
the same parts throughout the different views. The drawings
are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead generally being
placed upon illustrating the principles of the invention. In the
drawings, the left-most digit(s) of a reference number can
identify the drawing in which the reference number first
appears. The same numbers can be used throughout the draw-
ings to reference like features and components. In the follow-
ing description, various embodiments of the invention are
described with reference to the following drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of a circuit;

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment of diagrams to illustrate the
operation of a balancing circuit;

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment of modulated current pulses;
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FIG. 4 shows an embodiment of modulated current pulses;

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of modulated current pulses;

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of modulated current pulses;
and

FIG. 7 shows an embodiment of a method for evaluating a
cell in a battery.

DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description refers to the accompa-
nying drawings that show, by way of illustration, specific
details and embodiments in which the invention may be prac-
ticed.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration”. Any embodiment or
design described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to
be construed as preferred or advantageous over other embodi-
ments or designs.

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment 100 of a circuit. The circuit
may be used to evaluated cells 102 in a battery 107. For
example, it may be used to determine a state of charge (SoC)
or a state of health (SOH) of the cells 102, for example via
determining an impedance of the cells 102. The circuit may
include a battery 107, a balancing circuit 101, a control unit
103, a measuring unit 105, a demodulation unit 111, and a
calculation unit 126.

The battery 107 may include cells 102. The cells 102 may
be connected in series with each other to form the battery 107.
However, they can also be connected in a different manner.
For example, cells 102 may be connected in parallel and the
parallel connected cells may be connected to other parallel
connected cells in series. While only four cells 102 are shown,
the circuit may also have a different number of cells 102.

The circuit may be configured to transfer charges to and
from any cell 102 in the battery 107. However, the circuit may
also be configured to only transfer charges to the cells 102,
that is to charge the cells 102, or be configured to only transfer
charges from the cells 102, that is to discharge the cells 102.

In various embodiments, the balancing circuit 101 may
include a transformer. The transformer may include a primary
coil 104 and a plurality of secondary coils 106. The primary
coil 104 and the plurality of secondary coils 106 may be
magnetically coupled, for example via a magnetic core 108 or
via another media. The primary coils 104 may be coupled
across the battery 107. A respective secondary coil 106 may
be coupled across a respective cell 102 of the battery 107. The
ratio of the number of turns of the primary coil 104 to the
number of turns of a secondary coil 106 may be N. As an
example, for 12 cells 102, N may be N=8.

In various embodiments, the balancing circuit 101 may
further include a first switching means 110 and a plurality of
second switching means 112. The first switching means 110
may be configured to control a current flow through the pri-
mary coil 104. The first switching means 110 may be con-
nected in series with the primary coil 104, where the series
connection may be coupled across the battery 107. Each of
the second switching means 112 may be configured to control
a current flow through a respective secondary coil 106. The
second switching means 112 may be connected in series with
the respective secondary coil 106, where the series connec-
tion may be coupled across a respective cell 102.

The first switching means 110 may have a control input
116. The control unit 103 may provide a signal G, to the
control input 116 for controlling the first switching means
110. Each of the second switching means 112 may have a
respective control input 114. The control unit 103 may pro-
vide respective signals G, Gg,, Ggs, and G, to the respec-
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tive control inputs 114 for controlling the respective second
switching means 112. The first switching means 110 and a
plurality of second switching means 112 may be MOSFETs.

The control unit 103 may be configured to control the
balancing circuit 101 to provide current pulses. It may pro-
vide control signals Gg,, Gy, Gg3, Gy, and G to the balanc-
ing circuit 101. The control signals Gg,, Gs,, Gg3, Gy, and
G, may control the balancing circuit 101 to transter charges.
In various embodiments, the balancing circuit 101 may be
configured to inductively transfer charges between cells 102
of the battery 107. The charge may be transferred using cur-
rent pulses.

The control signals Gg,, Gg,, Gg3 Ggs and G may be
provided in such a manner that the transfer of charges may be
modulated with a test signal. In other words, the transfer of
charges may be influenced by a test signal in such a way that
the transfer of charges may carry information contained in the
test signal. In various embodiments, the transfer of charges
may be modulated in amplitude, frequency or phase, or in a
combination of these modulations. Different types of modu-
lation are described in conjunction with FIGS. 4, 5 and 6.

In various embodiments, the information of the test signal
may be a frequency. The control unit 103 may have an input
130 at which a frequency f;- of oscillation may be input. The
frequency fand/or some of its harmonics n-f, may be used to
excite cells 102 with that frequency and impedances of the
cells 102 may be measured at that frequency. No separate
excitation circuit is required since the excitation may occur
while transferring charges using the balancing circuit 101.

The control unit 103 and the balancing circuit 101 may
from a pulse generating unit. They may be configured such
that an average value of the current pulses oscillates over
time. The average value may be determined by an amplitude
of the pulses, a period of (or a time difference between) the
pulses, a phase of the pulses or a width of the pulses, or a
combination thereof.

The control unit 103 may have a converter circuit 132. The
converter circuit 132 may convert the information, for
example the frequency f,, into timing signals TS that may
determine the amplitude, the period, the phase and the width
of the pulses.

The control unit 103 may have a distribution unit 134. The
distribution unit 134 may distribute the timing signals TS to
the first switching means 110 or to one of the second switch-
ing means 112 via the respective control signals Gg,, Gss,,
Ggs, Ggy, and Gp. The distribution of the timing signals TS
may depend on which cell 102 charge is to be transferred to
and from. For example, if charge is to be transferred from the
cell 102 labeled B4 to the battery 107, the distribution unit
134 may output timing signals for the control signal Gg,
followed by timing signals for the control signal G,. As
another example, if charge is to be transferred from the bat-
tery 107 to the cell 102 labeled B1, the distribution unit 134
may output timing signals for the control signal G, followed
by timing signals for the control signal Gy, .

In order to determine which cell 102 is to be charged or
discharged, the distribution unit 134 may be coupled to the
cells 102 to determine their voltages Vg, Vz,, Vg5, and Vg,.
Analog-to-digital converters 120 may be connected to the
cells 102 to provide their respective voltages V1, V2, V3, and
V4. For the sake of simplicity, these connections are not
shown in FIG. 1.

In various embodiments, at least one of peak values (or
amplitudes A) of the current pulses, the time differences
between adjacent current pulses, and the widths of current
pulses may vary in an oscillating manner over time. In various
embodiments, the oscillation of the average value of the cur-
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rent pulses may be sinusoidal. A sinusoidal oscillation may be
easier to analyze in the frequency domain. However, the
oscillation is not limited to a pure sinusoidal oscillation; it
may include higher harmonics. In various embodiments, the
oscillation of the average value of the current pulses may have
anoffset, forexample M ,zzsz7 The offset may be larger than
an amplitude of the oscillation so that the oscillation of the
average value does not change its sign. In various embodi-
ments, a frequency of the oscillation, for example f,, may be
lower than 1 kHz. The current pulses may occur at a higher
frequency, for example 100 kHz. The frequency of the oscil-
lation may be lower by a factor 10 to 100 than the frequency
of'the current pulses. Because of the different frequencies, the
frequency of the oscillation may be separated from the fre-
quency of the current pulses. The frequency of the oscillation
may be demodulated from the current pulses.

In various embodiments, the circuit may further include a
shunt resistor 118 coupled in series to the battery 107. The
shunt resistor 118 may be used to measure the current I,
flowing through the battery 107. Assuming that all of the
second switching means 112 are OFF, that is non-conducting,
and that the current flowing through the analog-to-digital
converters 120 is negligible, current I, may be equal to the
current I, Iz, I3, and I, through each of the cells 102.

In various embodiments, the circuit may include a measur-
ing unit 105. The measuring unit 105 may be configured to
determine a voltage across the shunt resistor 118 and the
respective voltages Vi, Vz,, Vg, and V, across respective
cells 102. The voltages may be determined by analog digital
converters 120 connected across the shunt resistor 118 and
the respective cells 102. If the value Rsh of the shunt resistor
118 is known, current I g;,,,,, may be calculated from the volt-
age provided by the analog-to-digital converter 120 con-
nected to the shunt resistor 118.

In various embodiments, the circuit may further include a
demodulation unit 111. The demodulation unit 111 may
include a plurality of filters 122. The filters 122 may be
configured to reject frequencies above a frequency of the
oscillation of the average value of the current pulses. In other
words, the frequency at which the current pulses occur may be
suppressed and a frequency of the oscillation of the average
values of the current pulses may be passed through the filters
122. In various embodiments, one of the filters 122 is coupled,
for example via an analog-to-digital converter 120, to the
shunt resistor 118 and filters the voltage across the shunt
resistor 118. In various embodiments, respective filters 122
are coupled, for example via a respective analog-to-digital
converter 120, to the respective cell 102 and filter the voltage
across the respective cell 102. Filtering the voltages across the
shunt resistor 118 and across a respective cell 102 may pro-
vide the average values of the current pulses. In other words,
the frequency of the test signal may be recovered or demodu-
lated. The average value may oscillate at a frequency, for
example the frequency f, of modulation.

Invarious embodiments, a cutoff frequency of the plurality
of filters 122 may be adjustable. The cutoff frequency may be
adapted to the frequency of oscillation of the average values
of the current pulses. The filters 122 may be coupled to the
input 130 at which the frequency f of the oscillation is input
to the control unit 103, as is shown by the dotted line 113 in
FIG. 1.

In various embodiments, the circuit may further include a
calculation unit 126. The calculation unit 126 may be config-
ured to determine the impedances Z1, 722, Z3, and 74 of the
respective cells 102. The impedance 71, 72, 73, and 74 may
be based on the filtered or demodulated voltage across the
shunt resistor 118 and the respective filtered or demodulated
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voltage across the respective cell 102. The calculation unit
126 may include a plurality of dividers 124 which may divide
a respective filtered or demodulated voltage across a respec-
tive cell 102 by the filtered or demodulated current I flowing
through the respective cell 102. The filtered or demodulated
current I flowing through the respective cell 102 may be based
on the filtered or demodulated voltage across the shunt resis-
tor 118 divided by the resistance Rsh of the shunt resistor 118.

The impedance ofa cell 102 may be complex, that is, it may
have a real and an imaginary part or a magnitude and a phase.
The real part may increase with operating time and may be
used to indicate a maximum storage capacity or a state of
health (SoH) of the cell 102. The imaginary part may decrease
in magnitude with the amount of charge stored and may be
used to indicate a state of charge (SoC) of the cell 102.

For different frequencies, the real part of the impedance
may be plotted on an X-axis and the imaginary part of the
impedance may be plotted over a Y-axis, giving a Nyquist
plot. The Nyquist plot may be approximated by an equivalent
circuit of the cell 102. The equivalent circuit may have a
resistor Rs connected in series to a parallel connection of a
resistor Rp and a capacitor Cp. The values Rs, Rp, Cp may be
used to determine state of health and a state of charge of the
cell 102.

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment 200 of diagrams 202, 204,
and 206. Diagrams 202, 204, and 206 may occur when cells of
a battery are actively balanced, for example using the circuit
shown in FIG. 1. For the purpose of illustrating, the current
pulses are shown without modulation.

As an example, cell 102 labeled B4 in FIG. 1 may have a
voltage V z, that is higher than the voltages or the average of
the voltages V; V,, and Vg, of the other cells 102. The
voltageV ;, may limit the charging of the battery 107 since the
voltage V, may not exceed a maximum value without dam-
aging the cell 102 labeled B4. In passive balancing, the volt-
age V, may be reduced by connecting the cell 102 labeled B4
to a resistor. However, this may reduce of the amount of
energy that can be provided by the battery 107 and may also
cause thermal problems due to the energy dissipated in the
resistor. In active balancing, the voltage V;, may be reduced
by transferring charge from the cell 102 labeled B4 to the
battery 107. The energy is not dissipated but may be used to
charge cells 102 of the battery 107.

The diagrams 202, 204, and 206 are chosen for an exem-
plary case in which the cell 102 labeled B4 has a voltage that
is to be reduced by transferring charge to the battery 107.
However, the following description may also be applied to
other cells 102, for example the cells 102 labeled B1, B2, and
B3.

Diagram 202 may represent a control signal G, applied to
the control input 114 of the secondary switching means 112 of
the cell 102 labeled B4 over time t. Diagram 204 may repre-
sent a current I, flowing through the cell 102 labeled B4 over
time t. Diagram 206 may represent a current I, . flowing
through the battery 107 and the cells 102 labeled B1, B2, and
B3 over time t.

While the balancing circuit 101 may be constructed like a
transformer, it is operated so that current does not flow simul-
taneously in the primary coil 104 and in at least one of the
secondary coils 106. Rather, the energy or charge transfer
may be sequential. Energy may first be transferred via a
secondary coil 106 into a magnetic field. Then, the energy
stored in the magnetic field may be transterred to the primary
coil 104. The transformer may be a operated like a flyback
transformer.

Beforetimet1, all of the control signals Gg,, G, Gg3, G,
and G may be low and the first switching element 110 and the
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plurality of second switching elements 112 may be OFF, that
is non-conducting. There is no current I, I5,, 15, and I,
flowing through the cells 102.

At time t1, the control signal G, may change its value, for
example to a high-value 208, and the corresponding second
switching element 112 may begin to conduct. As a result, the
corresponding secondary coil 106 is connected across the cell
102 labeled B4 and a current I, through the cell 102 labeled
B4 starts to ramp up, see diagram 204. The ramp 212 may be
approximately linear:

Ipa=-Vpa/Ls't, (6]

where L is the inductance of the secondary coil 106.

The other control signals Gg,, G, Gg;, and G, may
remain unchanged. Since the first switching means 110 onthe
primary side remains open, no current I, .. is build up to
oppose the flux induced by the current ramp of I, see dia-
gram 206.

At time t2, after a time period t,,, the control signal G,
may change its value again, for example to a low-value 210,
see diagram 202. At this time, current I, may have reached its
maximum value of:

@

Ips=1 Veu I?
Ba = ips & ——— “lon-
Ls

At this time, the control signal G, may turn the corre-
sponding second switching element 112 OFF and the current
15, in the secondary coil 106 collapses.

The control signal G, may have logically inverse values of
the control signal G,. At time t2, the control signal G, may
also change its value, for example to a high-value. The control
signal G, may cause the first switching means 110 to conduct
when it is applied to its control input 116, thus allowing a
current to flow through the primary coil 104. However, a
control signal G, may not be necessary if the first switching
means 110 has an integrated body diode which may act as a
freewheeling diode. The first switching means 110 may be a
MOSFET, for example an n-type MOSFET. The first switch-
ing means 110 may also be a diode, where the diode is
coupled with its cathode to the primary coil 104 and with its
anode to the negative terminal of the battery 107, for example
via the shunt resistor 118.

The change in flux caused by turning OFF the correspond-
ing second switching element 114 may cause a voltage in the
primary coil 104 to rise very quickly until it reaches the
voltage Vg, =Vzrr— Vg, of the battery 107. A current I,
may start to flow through the primary coil 104 in the form of
a descending ramp 218. The ramp 218 may have a starting
value of:

®

z[§7

IShunt =

and may decrease with time t:

Q)

Lspune L snn—VBat Lpt-

where L is the inductance of the primary coil 104.

The current Ig,,,, may also flow through the cell 102
labeled B4, so that 15,=I,,. .., for the time between t2 and t3.
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At time t3, after a time period t, 5z

. _?LS Lp 5
OFF = 3y

the current I, returns to zero.
A balancing period T ,; of the current pulses may be given

by:

Q)

Duringa first time period T1, the transfer of charges may be
a discharging of a cell 102. During a second time period T2,
the transfer of charges may be a charging of the battery 107.
The first time period T1 may also include a phase in which no
current flows, for example before the ramp 212 starts. The
second time period T2 may also include a phase in which no
current flows, for example after the ramp 214 ends. However,
if there are times when no current flows, the charge transfer
may be less effective as there are times when no charge is
transferred. In FIG. 2, neither the first time period T1 nor the
second time period T2 have phases in which no current flows.

The waveforms during the first time period T1 and the
second time period T2 may be repeated periodically over time
t, as is shown in diagrams 202, 204, and 206. The repetition of
the discharging of the cell 102 and the charging of the battery
107 may be stopped when the voltage of the cell 102 has been
sufficiently reduced, for example when it has a voltage that is
equal to or less than the average of the voltages of the other
cells 102 or that is below an upper voltage limit. The battery
107 may then be continued to be charged without the risk of
a cell 102 being damaged due to over voltage.

During charging the battery 107, the voltage of another cell
102 may approach an upper allowable voltage. The procedure
described above may then be applied to this cell 102 to dis-
tribute its excess charge over the battery 107. The distribution
unit 134 may then apply corresponding control signals Gy,
Ggs, G35, Gy, and G to the first switching means 110 and the
plurality of second switching means 112.

In FIG. 2, the current pulses 212, 214, and 218 are not
modulated, that is they do not carry information of a test
signal, and basically remain the same over time t. FIGS. 3 to
6 show embodiments of current pulses that are modulated.

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment 300 of modulated current
pulses I, For the sake of clarity, only current I,,,,, is
shown, however currents I, I5,, I -5, and Iy, may be the same
for time period t,z, as was described above. Waveform 302
shows a sequence of current pulses like the current pulses 218
shown in diagram 206 of FIG. 2. However, in contrast to
diagram 206, the current pulses may be modulated by a vary-
ing time t,,: they may have different widths t,y, tozr and
different amplitudes A. The amplitude A ofthe current pulses
218 may be equal to FIG. 4 shows an embodiment 400 of
modulated current pulses Ig,,,, at a different scale for addi-
tional illustration of FIG. 3.

The amplitude A of apulse may be determined by time t 5.
It may be shown that the amplitude A of a current pulse 302,
402 is directly proportional to t,, see Eq. 2 and 3. The width
torr Of the current pulse 302, 402 may be determined by the
time it takes for the current ramp 214 to reach the value of
zero, which may be given by the amplitude A. It may be
shown that the width t, .. of a current pulse is also directly
proportional to t,,.

Large values of t,, may therefore lead to large current
pulses 302, 402 separated by large time intervals and small
values of t,, may lead to small current pulses 302, 402
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separated by small time intervals. For example, FIG. 4 shows
current pulses 402 with amplitudes A between A, and A,
and balancing periods Ty, between Ty, ., and Tz, ;.- As
varying t,, may lead to different amplitudes A and to differ-
ent balancing periods T ,, the modulation of the current
pulses Ig,,,... may be regarded as a combination of amplitude
modulation and frequency modulation.

Like in FIG. 2, there are no times in which no charge is
transferred. Different widths t,,,and t, - may therefore lead
to different balancing periods Ty,

It may be shown that an average value of a current pulse
302, 402 over its balancing period Tg,; is directly propor-
tional to t,. Varying t,,, may therefore lead to a proportional
change in the average value. Waveform 304 in FIG. 3 and
waveform 404 in FIG. 4 show average values Ly, meoan Of
the current peaks over time t. Waveform 304 and 404 may be
achieved by varying t,,, in the same manner as the average
value Ly, mean OVer time t.

Waveforms 304 and 404 may be oscillations. The oscilla-
tion may have an offset M,z The offset M, oo - may be
larger than an amplitude M=(A,, . —A,,.,,.)/2 of the oscillation.
In other words, the average value I;,,... mean d0€s0’t change
its sign. The oscillation may be a sinusoidal with a frequency
of £=1/T. The frequency fz=1/T, which may be a modu-
lation frequency, may be lower, for example by a factor 10 to
100, than the frequency f5,~1/T5,; of the current pulses. The
frequencies fz ,, of the current pulses may therefore be filtered
out, for example by a low pass or a band pass, leaving the
oscillating average value Ig,,. mean-

The current pulses 302 and 402 flow through all the cells
102 of the battery 107 so that all of the cells 102 will be
excited not only by the current pulses but also by the oscil-
lating average value I, moan Lheaverage value Ig,,,... mean
may therefore be used to excite the cells 102 for impedance
measurements, as was described above.

The values for t,,, may vary over time t and may for
example be generated in the converter circuit 132 according
to:

min.

M

The values of t - pgzrand A, o, may determine M, zzgzand
M, respectively. The frequency f-which is input to the control
unit 103 may be regarded as a test signal and may be varied so
that the impedance of cells 102 may be measured at different
frequencies.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment 500 of modulated current
pulses I, Waveform 502 shows a sequence of current
pulses like the current pulses 402 shown in FIG. 4. The
amplitude A of the pulse may again be directly proportional to
ton- The width t .- of the current pulse may again be directly
proportional to t,,. However, in contrast to waveforms 402,
the current pulses 502 may have a constant balancing period
Tz, for example Ty, .0 Since the widths t,,, and t, g of
successive current pulses 502 differ, the current pulses do not
directly follow each other, that is, there may be times in which
no current is flowing in the primary coil 104 or the secondary
coil 106 during the first time period T1 and the second time
period T2.

It may be shown that an average value 504 of a current
pulse is 502 proportional to the square of t,,. Varying t,, in
a sinusoidal manner, for example according to Eq. (7), may
therefore lead to a squared sinusoidal change in the average
value. Using the trigonometric relation cos® x=(1+cos 2x)/2,
the average value will have frequencies of f, and 2f;. The
higher frequencies of the current pulses may again be filtered

tonD=torrsertd.oncos2afp1).
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out, for example by a low pass or a band pass. The modulated
current pulses I, . may be regarded as a type of amplitude
modulation.

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment 600 of modulated current
pulses Ig,,,.. Waveform 602 shows a sequence of current
pulses like the current pulses 218 shown in FIG. 2. The
amplitude A of the current pulses, the width t,.. of the
current pulse and the balancing period T, may be constant.
However, in contrast to diagram 206, the current pulses 602
may have different phase shifts with regard to the balancing
period. The different phase shift may be chosen so that an
average value 604 of the current pulses is periodical, for
example sinusoidal, over time t, for example with a frequency
of ;. The higher frequencies of the current pulses 602 may
again be filtered out, for example by a low pass or aband pass.
The modulated current pulses I, may be regarded as a
phase modulation.

FIG. 7 shows an embodiment 700 of a method for evalu-
ating a cell, for example a cell 102, in a battery, for example
in a battery 107. Evaluating a cell may include determining its
impedance. It may include determining a state ofhealth and a
state of charge of the cell.

The method may include a step 702 of balancing voltages
of the cells. The voltages may be balanced by transferring
charges between cells. For example, charge from a cell with a
voltage that is too high may be removed from the cell to
reduce the voltage of the cell. The charge may be transferred
from the cell to the battery. As another example, charge may
be added to the cell to increase its voltage if its voltage is too
low. The charge may be transferred from the battery to the
cell. The charge may be transferred using pulses, such as
current pulses. However, different means of transferring
charge are possible.

The charge transfer, for example by means of current
pulses, may be modulated. In other words, the charge transfer
or the current pulses may be modified by a signal and may
carry information about the signal. The charge transfer or the
current pulses may act like a carrier wave for the information-
bearing signal. The information may be a frequency, for
example f;. The modulation may be an amplitude modula-
tion, a frequency modulation, a phase modulation, a combi-
nation thereof, or any other kind of modulation.

The modulation may result in an oscillating value, for
example a periodically varying value or a decaying oscillat-
ing value, of the charge transfer or the current pulses. The
value may, for example be an amplitude, an average value, a
frequency, or a phase of a charge transfer or current pulse, or
a combination thereof. For example, the modulation may
cause the average value to have a periodically varying value,
that is to be a sinusoidal.

The method may include a step 704 of measuring a current,
such as for example current I, .. flowing through the cell
and measuring a voltage, such as for example Vz,, Vg,, Vs,
or V,, across the cell. The current flowing through the cell
may be the same as a current flowing through the battery, for
example if the cell is connected in series with other cells to
form the battery. However, the current flowing through a
respective cell may also be measured by other methods, for
example via a respective shunt resistor connected in series
with the cell.

The method may include a step 706 of demodulating the
measured current and demodulating the measured voltage.
The demodulation may occur in the frequency domain, for
example using filters, such as low-pass or band-pass filters
122. Demodulation may be simplified if the current is an
oscillation as oscillation may have frequencies limited to a
certain region in the frequency domain. However, any kind of
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demodulation may be used that recovers the information-
bearing signal from the modulated current pulses. Examples
of demodulators include envelope detectors, fast Fourier
transformation (FFT) and phase demodulators.

The method may include a step 708 of determining an
impedance, for example Z1, 722, 73, and 74, based on the
demodulated current and the demodulated voltage. The
impedance may be obtained by dividing the demodulated
voltage by the demodulated current. If the demodulated volt-
age and the demodulated current are present in a digital form,
for example if they are sampled by analog to digital convert-
ers 120, the division may be performed by a digital signal
processing unit (DSP). The impedance may have a real part
and an imaginary part. It may also be presented by a magni-
tude and a phase.

The method may repeat steps 702, 704, 706 and 708 with
the charge transfer or current pulses being modulated with a
different frequency f;. A Nyquist curve may be drawn, show-
ing the real part on the X-axis and the imaginary part on the
Y-axis with the frequency of the modulation signal as a
parameter. A Nyquist curve of an equivalent circuit model of
the cell may be fitted to the measured Nyquist curve and
parameters of the equivalent circuit may be determined. The
parameters of the equivalent circuit may be used to determine
a state of charge and a state health of the cell.

The method may be repeated and the respective impedance
may be determined for all the cells. For example, the imped-
ance of cells which do not share a common node with the cell
that is to be discharged may be determined. As an example,
cell 102 labeled B4 may be discharged and the impedance 71
and 72 of cells 102 labeled B1 and B2 may be determined. Or
as another example, cell 102 labeled B1 may be discharged
and the impedance 73 and 74 of cells 102 labeled B3 and B4
may be determined.

In various embodiments, a method for measuring an
impedance of a cell, for example of a cell 102, in a battery, for
example of a battery 107, is provided. The method may
include transferring charge to or from a cell. It may further
include modulating the charge transfer with a test signal, for
example t,,(t). In various embodiments, the test signal may
be periodic. In various embodiments, the charge may be
transferred inductively. However, the charge may be trans-
ferred in other ways, for example capacitively. In various
embodiments, the charge may be transferred in pulses. The
pulses may be current pulses. In various embodiments, the
test signal may modulate an average value of the pulses. In
various embodiments, the test signal may modulate at least
one of the following: an amplitude of the pulses, a duration of
the pulses, a frequency of the pulses, and a phase of the pulses.
In various embodiments, a pulse during a first time period, for
example T1, removes charge from the cell and a pulse during
a second time period, for example T2, transfers this charge to
the battery. In various embodiments a pulse during a first time
period, for example T1, removes charge from the battery and
apulse during a second time period, for example T2, transfers
this charge to the cell. In various embodiments, the removal of
charge during the first time period and the transfer of charge
during the second time period are repeated until the cell of the
battery is balanced, that is, until the cell has a voltage that
allows further charging or discharging of the battery without
damaging the cell. In various embodiments, the modulation
of'the charge transfer may take place during first time periods
or during second time periods, or during first time periods and
during second time periods. In various embodiments, a fun-
damental period, for example T, of the test signal is chosen
to be larger by a factor of 10 than the time period defined by
the first time period together with the second time period. The
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time period may for example be Tz,,. In various embodi-
ments, the method may further include demodulating a signal
representing the measured current flow, for example I,
through the battery and demodulating a signal representing
the measured voltage, for example V1, V2, V3 and V4, across
the cell. In various embodiments, demodulating may include
filtering the corresponding signal to suppress frequencies
higher than a fundamental frequency of the test signal. The
fundamental frequency of the test signal may be the inverse of
the fundamental period T It may be the lowest frequency of
aperiodic test signal. If the test signal is not a pure sine it may
contain higher harmonics of the fundamental frequency. In
various embodiments, the method may further include deter-
mining the complex impedance of the cell using the demodu-
lated signals. In various embodiments, the impedance of the
cell may be used to determine at least one of a state of charge
and a state of health of the cell. In various embodiments, the
method may further include determining the impedance of
the cell at other frequencies of the test signal. In various
embodiments, all the cells of the battery are evaluated.

The waveforms shown in FIGS. 2 to 6 are examples of top
balancing in which the cell 102 labeled B4 has a voltage that
is to be reduced by transferring charge to the battery 107.
However, the description may also be applied to different
cases, for example during bottom balancing, in which a cell
102, for example the cell 102 labeled B4, has a voltage that is
to be increased by transferring charge from the battery 107 to
the cell 102. During a first time period T1, the transfer of
charges may be a discharge of the battery 107. During a
second time period T2, the transfer of charges may be a charge
ofacell 102. In FIG. 2, diagram 202 would then show control
signal G, diagram 204 would show currents Ig,,.... Iz, Iz,
155, and diagram 206 would show the current 15, through the
cell 102.

The circuit 100 and method 700 described use a trans-
former that is operated as a flyback transformer. However, any
other kind of DC-DC converter may be used, for example
boost converters, buck converters, converters with continuous
or discontinuous current modes, resonant converters, syn-
chronous converters, and so on.

The circuit and the waveforms shown are used in an active
balancing circuit. However, the method may also be applied
to a passive balancing circuit. In a passive balancing circuit, a
charge transfer from a cell to a resistor may be modulated to
carry the frequency information needed for impedance mea-
surement.

In the circuit and the waveforms shown, the charge to be
transferred is stored in a magnetic field. However, the charge
to be transferred may also be stored in an electric field, for
example in a capacitor. The transfer of charge may be modu-
lated to carry the frequency information needed for imped-
ance measurement when charging the capacitor, when dis-
charging the capacitor, or both when charging and
discharging the capacitor. Charge may be transferred directly
between two cells via the capacitor, for example from the cell
with the highest voltage to the cell with the lowest voltage.
The capacitor may be multiplexed to the cells. A charge pump
may be used if charge is to be transferred from a cell to the
battery.

While the invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to specific embodiments, it should
be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes
in form and detail may be made therein without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims. The scope of the invention is thus indicated
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by the appended claims and all changes which come within
the meaning and range of equivalency of the claims are there-
fore intended to be embraced.
What is claimed is:
1. A circuit, comprising:
a balancing circuit, configured to inductively transfer
charges between cells in a battery using current pulses,
and
a control unit configured to control the balancing circuit to
provide the current pulses, wherein an average value of
the current pulses oscillates over time;
wherein the oscillation of the average value is sinusoidal;
and where a frequency of the oscillation is lower than 1
kHz.
2. The circuit of claim 1, wherein
at least one of:
peak values of the current pulses;
time differences between adjacent current pulses; and
widths of current pulses
varies in an oscillating manner over time.
3. The circuit of claim 1, wherein
the balancing circuit comprises a transformer,
wherein the transformer comprises a primary coil and a
plurality of secondary coils, wherein

the primary coils is coupled across the battery, and

a respective secondary coil of the plurality of the sec-
ondary coils is coupled across a respective cell of the
battery.

4. The circuit of claim 3, wherein

the balancing circuit further comprises:
aplurality of second switching means, wherein a respec-

tive of the second switching means is configured to
control a current flow through a respective secondary
coil, wherein

the plurality of second switching means are controlled by
the control unit.

5. The circuit of claim 4, wherein

the balancing circuit further comprises:

a first switching means configured to control a current
flow through the primary coil, wherein

the first switching means is controlled by the control unit.

6. The circuit of claim 1, further comprising

a shunt resistor coupled in series to the battery.

7. The circuit of claim 6, further comprising

a measuring unit configured to determine a voltage across
the shunt resistor and a respective voltage across a
respective cell.

8. The circuit of claim 7, further comprising

a plurality of filters configured to reject frequencies above
afrequency of the oscillations of the average value ofthe
current pulses, wherein

one of the filters is coupled to the shunt resistor and filters
the voltage across the shunt resistor; and

respective filters are coupled to respective cells and filter
the respective voltage across the respective cell.

9. The circuit of claim 8, wherein

a cutoff frequency of the filters is adapted to the frequency
of the oscillations of the average values of the current
pulses.

10. The circuit of claim 8, further comprising

a calculation unit configured to determine an impedance of
a cell based on the filtered voltages across the shunt
resistor and the filtered voltage across the respective cell.

11. A method for evaluating cells of a battery, comprising:

balancing a voltage of a cell using charge pulses, wherein
the charge pulses are modulated with an oscillating test

signal;
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measuring a current through the cell and measuring a volt-
age across the cell;

demodulating the measured current and the measured volt-
age; and

determining an impedance based on the demodulated cur-
rent and the demodulated voltage.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein

the test signal is periodic.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein

the charge pulses are inductively generated current pulses.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein

the test signal modulates an average value of the charge
pulses.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein

the test signal modulates at least one of the following:
an amplitude of the pulses;
a duration of the pulses;
a phase of the pulse; and
a frequency of the pulses.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein

a charge pulse during a first time period removes charge
from the cell and a charge pulse during a second time
period transfers this charge to the battery; or

a charge pulse during a first time period removes charge
from the battery and a charge pulse during a second time
period transfers this charge to the cell.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein

the removal of charge during the first time period and the
transfer of charge during the second time period is
repeated until the cells of the battery are balanced.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein

the modulation of the charge transfer takes place during at
least one of:
first time periods, and
second time periods.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein

a period of the test signal is chosen to be larger by a factor
01’10 than the time period defined by the first time period
together with the second time period.
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20. The method of claim 11, wherein

demodulating the measured current and the measured volt-
age comprises:
demodulating a sampled signal representing the mea-

sured current through the battery; and
demodulating a sampled signal representing the mea-
sured voltage across the cell.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein

demodulating comprises filtering the corresponding signal
to suppress frequencies higher than a fundamental fre-
quency of the test signal.

22. The method of claim 20, further comprising

determining the complex impedance of the cell using the
demodulated signals.

23. The method of claim 22 wherein

the impedance of the cell is used to determine at least one
of:

a state of charge; and
a state of health

of the cell.

24. The method of claim 22, further comprising

determining the impedance of the cell at other frequencies
of the test signal.

25. The method of claim 11, wherein

all the cells of the battery are evaluated.

26. A circuit, comprising:

an active balancing circuit, configured to balance voltages
of cells of a battery by inductively transferring charges
between a respective cell and the battery using current
pulses;

a pulse generating unit, configured to generate the current
pulses, wherein the current pulses are modulated with a
given frequency;

a measuring unit, configured to measure a voltage across
the cell and a current flow through the cell;

a demodulation unit, configured to determine a voltage and
a current at the given frequency from the measured volt-
age across the cell and current flow through the cell; and

a calculation unit, configured to calculate an impedance of
the cell from the voltage and the current determined at
the given frequency.
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